• i/v 'Phillips as per transcript . , t 

Marietta, £purgen( Arensberg) • • . - 

(called from Washington Mayflower Hotel) 

nothing of import in early part of phone call... o (all about possibility of Cuba 
in general type film) 

On assess. 

* 1 1 don't have your interest in it, that's all*' 1 
(I say journos should ^Lig into things harder; she says: 

''Of course, Priscilla Macmillan did. .I'm talking about her husband on that MLK 
thing. He worked three years digging, d idnt leave a stone unturned .... they both worked 
as you know for years on those books ...( Isay I wflrkRdx^HjcxyKxxsxHuxihiQKjEreadi dthxusE 
Pris's book with interest, but point out that Marina is notorious for chopping and? 
changing her story .. .disatisfied both HSCA and WC.) Priscilla says (Marina) wasnt 
very bright, was she?''(l say, a bit of both... lies and thick)She says :' 'Priscilla 
did an awful lot of invest igat ing, oh my heavens(l say, yes but she goes wrong too... 
but would not presume to criticise her)MK(who has harped with concern about me 
being inteestod in the Veciana thing) then says .' 'Of course I could never, and never 
will understand the Veciana part of it.'' Isay s ' 'That 1 s a fascinating story you told 
me about thenephew and the boat... ''EM 1 1 Oh I would not want you to ever mention that. 
That has nothing to do with anything. That is a tragedy of people going scuba diving.' 

I say:' 'Yes but whaVan extraordibay coincidence ...' 'M Yes, but I thought after you 
left. Veciana came a couple of times up here and -you mean the fact that they would 

come to me? I say that that, like she told me she bumped into de M.,(M:oh 

incredible, incredible 'Me the fascinating coincidence that years later V is the gu 
guy who comes up and says that he's the guy v/ho says he.'s seen the boat body.'' 

Mx^This was back in ' 63.±±Msx±i;®hThis was not years later... T Oh... I see... M' 'It 
was when they were . active ... see they were active and thats what frightened them that 
they were active and these guys were.. I cant rememb|£ p exgct£g but active and the 

place was like just fiiiillled with Cuban boats and running around in that area 

It was all in the Miami Herald', you just have seen that (MerAnd her personally, 

it wasnt just one those people, he'd personally XRsnsaid hed seen your nephews boato 
M:Well i*mxfiH±xsarE£thats what I'm not sure about now. . .afterwards I thought t... 

I know that I've met Veciana, but I cant think who came, whether V was there or his ±w 
two people on his boat. It didnt make any differece to me at the time, but thats the 
time when I....(T...in Washington. . .he came up here to give a press conference once'.. 

M. . .jbti(dismissivley) Oh, I'm not interested in Veciana. .. really. I dont know where 
he is now. Where did you say he was?(lsay ''Miami''. She says:' 'Does he? ' 'M : : ' 'The 
last I heard he was in, I heard someone say he was in Puerto Rico or(l sayshe did 
live in PR. ..she says ''years ago''. ..I say ''in the sixties ''.. she says ''Yeah'' 

M ' ' I dont know what the Cubans think about him. I mean to call my friends and ask 
them... to find out more about him....(l say cuban opinios conflict about him) 

M says: ''Well there s a lot of deterioration of activity you know inactivity... 
activities that started out to be patrtiotic turned out not to be so. I mean people 
become self serving I guess . ' ' (TS) I wonder when you did meet him. M ' ' I cant remember' ', 
(in what circs, cos of radio perhaps) ...'' Oh radio, certainly But Cubans I 
knew by the tens of thousands up here. They used to come up here all the time.' ' 

And I dont know who else I suppose you could talk to a tjousand people who met V... 
he was alv/ays looking for money.. I think he came to Washington for money didnt he... 

(I say yes he always looking for funds. ) . . .M 1 ' I dont know, one shouldnt talk about 
people. ..one shoulnt talk about people ... what washe in jail for? (TS' ' Narcotics '' ) 

''M Ah that was it, that was it...(MEiin 7 5) M 1 'Thats right, thats right .. (Me jhe 
did about 18 months in jail)(l raise Dave Phillips and says it struck me last night 
that M had said Dp was in Havana and shed known him must as a businessman and so on 
M''I didnt know him as a businessman at all. ..I never saw him except v/hen he came 
to school.. (T with kids) ' 'They say he used to be in plays, but I never saw him in a pla;y 
....''(I ask when he and helen left Cuba)' 'I havnt any idea ...'*' ^Cuhaiwas in ferment, 
terrible ferment., to get throngh each day soemt ng c ou 



you if 'I t ink back.... (she says she thinks he wasnt there after Castro ... Icorrect 
her) she says . .. 1 1 When I met him we used to talk about Batsista, and I used to tell 
everyone how sad the counrey was... I remember that, "(she says again she thinks they 
left before Castro. ..I correct her again ...)( interrupt i on on phone and she says she 
hope she wasnt taped(last night etc).. says donest want to be in BBC thing, ...I 
say I should change her mind on this... conversation winds up.... 

END OF ARENSBERG 




i i 



.1 'V 



If 





I I 






i/V .'Phillips as per transcript . t , 

Marietta, ppurgen(Arensberg) • , 

(called from Washington Mayflower Hotel) 

nothing of import in early part of phone call. •••(all about possibility of Cuba 
in general type film) 

On assass# 

''I don't have your interest in it, that's all* ' ' 

(I say journos should ^ig into things harder; she says: 

' 'Of course, Priscilla Macmillan did,. I'm talking about her husband on that MLK 
thing. He worked three years digging, didnt leave a stone unturned .... they both worked 
as you know for years on those books ...( Isay I wBikacixf HrxysxrxxHnxthiQssiread! ihsusE 
Pris's book with interest, but point out that Marina is notorious for chopping and! 
changing her story. • .disatisf ied both HSCA and WC.) Priscilla says (Marina) wasnt 
very bright, was she? 1 '(I say, a bit of both... lies and thick)she says : 1 'Priscilla 
did an awful lot of invest igating, oh my heavens(l say, yes but she goes wrong too... 
but would not presume to criticise her)Mp(who has harped with concern about me 
being interested in the Veciana tiling) then says ' 'Of course I could never, and never 
will understand the Veciana part of it.'' Isay 'That ' s a fascinating story you told 
me about thenephew and the boat... ''KM ''Oh I would not want you to ever mention that. 
That has nothing to do with anything. That is a tragedy of people going scuba diving. ' 

I say: ''Yes but whaVan extraordibay coincidence. 'M :'' Yes, but I thought after you 
left. Veciana came a couple of times up here and -you mean the fact that they would 

come to me? I say that that, like she told me she bumped into de M.,(M:oh 

incredible, incredible .' 'Me :'■ the fascinating coincidence that years later V is the gu 
guy who comes up and says that he's the guy who says he's seen the boat body.'' 

M:''This was back in ' 63 •±±MEx±±®hThis was not years later... T Oh... I see... M* 'It 
was when they were . active ... see they were active and thats what frightened them that 
they were active and these guys were.. I cant rememb^ j? fi exgctj;g but they active and the 
place was like just fiiiillled with Cuban boats anS running around in that area 

It was all in the Miami Herald', you just have seen that (Me: And her personally, 

it wasnt just one those people, he'd personally XKRnsaid hed seen your nephews boato 
M:Well ilmxfiHtxsuref thats what I'm not sure about now. . .af terwards I thought t... 

I know that I've met Veciana, but I cant think who came, whether V was there or his ±w 
two people on his boat. It didnt make any differece to me at the time, but thats the 
time when I. • . • (T. • .in Washingt on . . . he came up here to give a press conference once 1 . . 

M. . .±*i(dismissivley) Oh, I'm not interested in Veciana .. .really. I dont know where 
he is now. Where did you say he was? (Isay ''Miami''. She says:' 'Does he? ' ’ M : : ' 'The 
last I heard he was in, I heard someone say he was in Puerto Rico or(l say:he did 
live in PR. ..she says ''years ago' 1 . ..I say ''in the sixties '*.. she says ''Yeah'' 

M ' ' I dont know what the Cubans think about him. I mean to call my friends and ask 
them... to find out more about him....(l say Cuban opinios conflict about him) 

M says:' 'Well there s a lot of deterioration of activity you know inactivity... 
activities that started out to be patrtiotic turned out not to be so. I mean people 
become selfserving I guess . ' ' (TS) I wonder when you did meet him. M''I cant remember'', 
(in what circs, cos of radio perhaps) ...'' Oh radio, certainly But Cubans I 
knew by the tens of thousands up here. They used to come up here all the time.' ' 

And I dont know who else I suppose you could talk to a tjousand people who met V... 
he was always looking for money.. I think he came to Washington for money didnt he... 

(I say yes he always looking for funds. ) . . .M ' ' I dont know, one shouldnt talk about , 
people. ..one shoulnt talk about people ... what washe in jail for? (TS '' Narcotics '' ) 

"M Ah that was it, that was it...(ME:in 7 5 ) M ' 'Thats right, thats right .. (Me :he 
did about 10 months in jail)(l raise Dave Phillips and says it struck me last night 
that M had said Dp was in Havana and shed knov/n him must as a businessman and so on 
M ' ' I didnt know him as a businessman at all. ..I never saw him except when he came 
to school.. (T with kids) ' 'They say he used to be in plays, but I never saw him in a pla;y 
....''(I askr when he and helen left Cuba) ''I havnt any .idea \\ Cuba l wag In ferment* 



